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request from the Apostle, although that would have been
commendable. They begged him for the privilege of giving to
fellow Christians of another race in a distant place. The Mace-
donians were themselves poor and suffering persecution, but
they had learned the utter joy of giving; they were hilarious
givers, the kind God loves in a special way.

6. The Principle of Grace
(2 Cor. 8:1,6,7; 9:8,14)
“We make known to you the grace of God bestowed
on the churches of Macedonia.”
“See that ve abound in this grace also” (8:1,7).

The principle of grace is a very important principle of Chris-
tian giving. When Paul seems to heap such high praise upon
the churches of Macedonia for their generous giving, he is not
lauding a merely human virtue. In 2 Cor. 8:1 he is making
known the great gift of grace which God had bestowed upon
thern. They were able to give generously and cheerfully be-
cause of a special outpouring from God of His grace. Human
flesh is basically selfish. To become cheerfully generous
giverswe need help from God, we need to experience astrong
presence of the Holy Spirit which is readily available to all
believers. In Romans 12:8, Paul mentions two gifts of the
Spirit that relate to Christian giving: the gift of giving or shar-
ing, and the gift of showing mercy; they were to exercise the
first with sincerity and the second with cheerfulness or (lit.
“hilarity”, the same word used in 2 Cor. 9:7). Writing to the
Corinthians who possessed many spiritual gifts, Paul
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reminded them that they had gifts of utterance, knowledge
and love, but they needed alsoto abound in the grace or gift of
giving (8:7). If we want to be generous, but find tithing dif-
ficult, we can pray that God will bestow upon us the grace of
giving. However, one must first take a step of faith.

We learn an important fact from 2 Cor. 9:8 which reads, "God
is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always
having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good
work.” Here it is stated that God, by His grace, is not only able
to make our giving joyous and exhilarating, but He also with
that grace provides the sufficient means to give generously to
all good works. You say, “but what about the poor Mace-
donians?” Yes, but they did not stay poor, they contributed to
Paul's work more than any other church (Phil. 4:15,19). It has
become a cliche to say “you can't outgive God,” it is trite
but true.

7. The Principle of Obedience
2 Cor. 8:8,9; 9:5,6,7,13; 10:5)
“Your subjection to the gospel of Christ” (9:13)

Totithe and to give to the poor were mandatory under the law
of Moses, (Lev. 27:30-34; Deut. 15:7-11). Of course we are
not under the law, but under grace, but what does that mean?
It means that we do not keep the law in order to merit our
salvation, which is a free gift purchased for us by the blood of
Jesus shed on Calvary's cross. On the other hand, the moral
and practical provisions of the law we do have as a pattern of
Christian good works. Works do not precede salvation, but
they do follow salvation as the fruit of faith. Paul in Eph. 2:9
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We also read of apostles who, unwilling to neglect prayer and
the Word, chose men full of the Holy Spirit, wisdom and
power to minister to the poor, which men, like Stephen and
Fhilip, also ministered powerfully both in charity and in evan-
gelistic outreach. Where there was powerful spiritual revival,
there was dynamic ministry of the Word, there was generous
material giving, and there was miraculous growth of the

body.

There are two things that everyone can do to make the church
more effective. We can pray faithfully forthe local church and
for its goals; we can give generously and systematically forthe
support of the church and organization.

When we were missionaries, there came a time in the growth
of our first church that we felt we needed to teach giving and
tithing. So at one Sunday eveningservice, we announced that
we were going to receive an offering for the extension of the
work. When ushers that we had appointed came forward with
the newly made offering plates, an elderly woman who was
very poor, whom we loved very much, arose and left the build-
ing. We had been fearful that some might be offended by
offerings, so we were certain that we had offended the lady.
When the offering had been taken the ushers left the plates on
the altar. Just as I was beginning my sermon, the woman who
had left returned, walked to the front and placed her dime in
the offering plate. She then returned to her seat and satwith a
wide smile during the whole sermon. Everyone knew that the
dime was perhaps her whole substance. From that day on all
the people were cheerful givers. Later, boxes of good things
came from the churches and we were able to supply many
needs of the poor woman and many others. But her example
was more effective than any sermon could have been.
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