ali woke up early every day to
bake bread in the small bakery
he owned with his family.
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he was a young man with a
new son and was respected
by his family and friends.

on his way home each day, ali
would regularly buy cheese
that he would bring home to
his wife and son for dinner.

ali was also a godly
man who hungered for
knowledge of god.
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one day, while eating with his family, ali
unwrapped the cheese and noticed that
it was wrapped in something different
than the usual day-old newspaper.

look at
what i found
wrapped around
my cheese!

mold?

the paper was very thin
and had a different type
style on it. he decided to
keep it to read later.

no, some
kind of special
paper, like a holy
book…and it has
a story.

a story?
what kind of
story?
read it!

ali reads,

later that evening, he
joined his lifelong friends
at the corner cafe, where
they would often drink tea,
smoke and play games.
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The kingdom of heaven is like a
merchant looking for fine pearls.
When he found one of great value,
he went away and sold everything
he had and bought it.

ali looked up at the faces of
his highly interested friends.
i don’t know
but this man was a
fool! my uncle is a
jeweler and would
never sell his store
for one pearl.

what
does this
mean?

but what
does it
mean, “the
kingdom of
heaven is
like…”?

there’s
more...

but what if
this pearl was
the most special
jewel in all of
the country?

if that was
the case, then it
would be easier
to steal it!

ha ha
ha ha!
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Jesus began to teach them…
You have heard that it was said, “Eye for eye,
and tooth for tooth.” But I tell you, Do not
resist an evil person. If someone strikes
you on the right cheek, turn to him the other
also. And if someone wants to sue you and
take your tunic, let him have your cloak as
well. If someone forces you to go one mile,
go with him two miles. Give to the one who
asks you, and do not turn away from the one
who wants to borrow from you.
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You have heard that it was said, “Love your neighbor
and hate your enemy.” But I tell you: Love your
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that
you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes
his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain
on the righteous and the unrighteous.

the
prophet
jesus said
these
things?
but what
does it
mean?

that we
should allow
ourselves to
be shamed
like that?

If you love those who love you, what reward will you
get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? And if
you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more
than others? Do not even pagans do that?
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there is so
much about
allah i do not
understand.

tomorrow,
ali, buy some
more of this
cheese!
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the next day, after closing
his bakery, ali stopped to
buy more cheese.

it is another
story, but
longer.
well,
what wisdom
will your
cheese bring
us today, ali?

so you must
have bought a
bigger slice.

please, mr.
ahmad, wrap
the cheese in
the same paper
as yesterday.

ha ha
ha ha!

the grocer looked puzzled but did as ali
requested. later that evening, ali once
again joined his friends at the cafe.
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Not long after that, the younger son got together
all he had, set off for a distant country and
there squandered his wealth in wild living.

Jesus continued:
There was a man who had two sons.
The younger one said to his father,
“Father, give me my share of the
estate.” So he divided his property
between them.

14

15

After he had spent everything, there was a severe
famine in that whole country, and he began to be in
need. So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of
that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs.

When he came to his senses, he said, “How many of
my father’s hired men have food to spare, and here I
am starving to death! I will set out and go back to my
father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against
heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be
called your son; make me like one of your hired
men.” So he got up and went to his father.

He longed to fill his stomach with
the pods that the pigs were eating,
but no one gave him anything.
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But while he was still a long way off, his father saw
him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to
his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.
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The son said to him, “Father, I have sinned
against heaven and against you. I am no
longer worthy to be called your son.”
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But the father said to his servants, “Quick! Bring
the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his
finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened
calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate.”

“For this son of mine was dead and
is alive again; he was lost and is
found.” So they began to celebrate.

what
does this
story
mean?
the son
brought shame
to his father.
the father was
probably
laughed out
of his
village.

but why,
with all the
shame he
brought-my father
would have
killed me.
mine too!

then why would
he kill the goat
and have a feast
for his son?

because he
forgave his
son.

this is
also a story
from the
prophet
jesus--what
was he
trying to
tell us?
that allah
forgives like
this father?

20

21

TO GET THE NEXT ISSUE OF
“THE ADVENTURES OF ALI AND FRIENDS”

WE NEED
MORE
CHEESE!

PLEASE CONTACT:

