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Then the man—Adam—named his wife Eve, because she would 
be the mother of all who live. And the Lord God made clothing 
from animal skins for Adam and his wife. 

Then the Lord God said, “Look, the human beings have become 
like us, knowing both good and evil. What if they reach out, take 
fruit from the tree of life, and eat it? Then they will live forever!” 
So the Lord God banished them from the Garden of Eden, and 
he sent Adam out to cultivate the ground from which he had 
been made. After sending them out, the Lord God stationed 
mighty cherubim to the east of the Garden of Eden. And he 
placed a flaming sword that flashed back and forth to guard the 
way to the tree of life. 

Genesis 3:23-24 
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The Lord kept his word and did for Sarah exactly what he had 
promised. She became pregnant, and she gave birth to a son for 
Abraham in his old age. This happened at just the time God had 
said it would. And Abraham named their son Isaac. Eight days 
after Isaac was born, Abraham circumcised him as God had 
commanded. Abraham was 100 years old when Isaac was born. 

And Sarah declared, “God has brought me laughter. All who hear 
about this will laugh with me.  Who would have said to Abraham 
that Sarah would nurse a baby? Yet I have given Abraham a son in 
his old age!” 

Genesis 21:1-6
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“Look! I am about to cover the earth with a flood that will destroy 
every living thing that breathes. Everything on earth will die. But I 
will confirm my covenant with you. So enter the boat—you and 
your wife and your sons and their wives. Bring a pair of every 
kind of animal—a male and a female—into the boat with you to 
keep them alive during the flood. Pairs of every kind of bird, and 
every kind of animal, and every kind of small animal that scurries 
along the ground, will come to you to be kept alive. And be sure 
to take on board enough food for your family and for all the 
animals.” 

So Noah did everything exactly as God had commanded him. 

Genesis 6:17-22
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After this presentation to Israel’s leaders, Moses and Aaron went 
and spoke to Pharaoh. They told him, “This is what the Lord, the 
God of Israel, says: Let my people go so they may hold a festival 
in my honor in the wilderness.” 

“Is that so?” retorted Pharaoh. “And who is the Lord? Why should 
I listen to him and let Israel go? I don’t know the Lord, and I will 
not let Israel go.” 

But Aaron and Moses persisted. “The God of the Hebrews has 
met with us,” they declared. “So let us take a three-day journey 
into the wilderness so we can offer sacrifices to the Lord our 
God. If we don’t, he will kill us with a plague or with the sword.” 

Pharaoh replied, “Moses and Aaron, why are you distracting the 
people from their tasks? Get back to work! Look, there are many 
of your people in the land, and you are stopping them from their 
work.” 

Exodus 5:1-5



1110

Then the Lord gave the donkey the ability to speak. “What have I 
done to you that deserves your beating me three times?” it asked 
Balaam. 

“You have made me look like a fool!” Balaam shouted. “If I had a 
sword with me, I would kill you!” 

“But I am the same donkey you have ridden all your life,” the 
donkey answered. “Have I ever done anything like this before?” 

“No,” Balaam admitted. 

Then the Lord opened Balaam’s eyes, and he saw the angel of the 
Lord standing in the roadway with a drawn sword in his hand. 
Balaam bowed his head and fell face down on the ground before 
him. 

Numbers 22:28-31
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As Goliath moved closer to attack, David quickly ran out to meet 
him. Reaching into his shepherd’s bag and taking out a stone, he 
hurled it with his sling and hit the Philistine in the forehead. The 
stone sank in, and Goliath stumbled and fell face down on the 
ground. 

So David triumphed over the Philistine with only a sling and a 
stone, for he had no sword. Then David ran over and pulled 
Goliath’s sword from its sheath. David used it to kill him and cut 
off his head. 

1 Samuel 17:48-51
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So at last the king gave orders for Daniel to be arrested and 
thrown into the den of lions. The king said to him, “May your 
God, whom you serve so faithfully, rescue you.” 

A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den. The 
king sealed the stone with his own royal seal and the seals of his 
nobles, so that no one could rescue Daniel. Then the king 
returned to his palace and spent the night fasting. He refused his 
usual entertainment and couldn’t sleep at all that night. 

Very early the next morning, the king got up and hurried out to 
the lions’ den. When he got there, he called out in anguish, 

“Daniel, servant of the living God! Was your God, whom you 
serve so faithfully, able to rescue you from the lions?” 

Daniel answered, “Long live the king! My God sent his angel to 
shut the lions’ mouths so that they would not hurt me, for I have 
been found innocent in his sight. And I have not wronged you, 
Your Majesty.” 

Daniel 6:16-22
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Then the sailors picked Jonah up and threw him into the raging 
sea, and the storm stopped at once! The sailors were awestruck 
by the Lord’s great power, and they offered him a sacrifice and 
vowed to serve him. 

Now the Lord had arranged for a great fish to swallow Jonah. 
And Jonah was inside the fish for three days and three nights. 

Then the Lord ordered the fish to spit Jonah out onto the beach. 

Jonah 1:15-17, 2:10
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Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the 
armies of heaven—praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those 
with whom God is pleased.” 

When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to 
each other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

They hurried to the village and found Mary and Joseph. And there 
was the baby, lying in the manger. After seeing him, the shepherds 
told everyone what had happened and what the angel had said to 
them about this child. All who heard the shepherds’ story were 
astonished, but Mary kept all these things in her heart and 
thought about them often. The shepherds went back to their 
flocks, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. 
It was just as the angel had told them. 

Luke 2:13-20
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When Jesus was still some distance away, the man saw him, ran to 
meet him, and bowed low before him. With a shriek, he screamed, 

“Why are you interfering with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High 
God? In the name of God, I beg you, don’t torture me!” For Jesus 
had already said to the spirit, “Come out of the man, you evil spirit.” 

Then Jesus demanded, “What is your name?” 

And he replied, “My name is Legion, because there are many of us 
inside this man.” Then the evil spirits begged him again and again 
not to send them to some distant place. 

There happened to be a large herd of pigs feeding on the hillside 
nearby. “Send us into those pigs,” the spirits begged. “Let us enter 
them.” 

So Jesus gave them permission. The evil spirits came out of the 
man and entered the pigs, and the entire herd of about 2,000 pigs 
plunged down the steep hillside into the lake and drowned in the 
water. 

Mark 5:6-13 
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On the other side of the lake the crowds welcomed Jesus, 
because they had been waiting for him. Then a man named Jairus, 
a leader of the local synagogue, came and fell at Jesus’ feet, 
pleading with him to come home with him. His only daughter, 
who was about twelve years old, was dying. 

But when Jesus heard what had happened, he said to Jairus, 
“Don’t be afraid. Just have faith, and she will be healed.” 

When they arrived at the house, Jesus wouldn’t let anyone go in 
with him except Peter, John, James, and the little girl’s father and 
mother. The house was filled with people weeping and wailing, 
but he said, “Stop the weeping! She isn’t dead; she’s only asleep.” 

Luke 8:40-42, 50-52
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There was a man there named Zacchaeus. He was the chief tax 
collector in the region, and he had become very rich. He tried to 
get a look at Jesus, but he was too short to see over the crowd. 
So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree beside the road, 
for Jesus was going to pass that way. 

When Jesus came by, he looked up at Zacchaeus and called him 
by name. “Zacchaeus!” he said. “Quick, come down! I must be a 
guest in your home today.” 

Zacchaeus quickly climbed down and took Jesus to his house in 
great excitement and joy. But the people were displeased. “He 
has gone to be the guest of a notorious sinner,” they grumbled. 

Luke 19:2-7
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The guards lit a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat around 
it, and Peter joined them there. A servant girl noticed him in the 
firelight and began staring at him. Finally she said, “This man was 
one of Jesus’ followers!” 

But Peter denied it. “Woman,” he said, “I don’t even know him!” 

After a while someone else looked at him and said, “You must be 
one of them!” 

“No, man, I’m not!” Peter retorted. 

About an hour later someone else insisted, “This must be one of 
them, because he is a Galilean, too.” 

But Peter said, “Man, I don’t know what you are talking about.” 
And immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed. 

Luke 22:55-60
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Then the soldiers nailed him to the cross. They divided his clothes 
and threw dice to decide who would get each piece. It was nine 
o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. A sign announced 
the charge against him. It read, “The King of the Jews.” Two 
revolutionaries were crucified with him, one on his right and one 
on his left. 

The people passing by shouted abuse, shaking their heads in 
mockery. “Ha! Look at you now!” they yelled at him. “You said you 
were going to destroy the Temple and rebuild it in three days. Well 
then, save yourself and come down from the cross!” 

The leading priests and teachers of religious law also mocked Jesus. 
“He saved others,” they scoffed, “but he can’t save himself! Let this 
Messiah, this King of Israel, come down from the cross so we can 
see it and believe him!” Even the men who were crucified with 
Jesus ridiculed him. 

Mark 15:24-32
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Early on Sunday morning, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 
came to the tomb and found that the stone had been rolled away 
from the entrance. She ran and found Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved. She said, “They have taken 
the Lord’s body out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they 
have put him!” 

Peter and the other disciple started out for the tomb. They were 
both running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the 
tomb first. He stooped and looked in and saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, but he didn’t go in. Then Simon Peter 
arrived and went inside. He also noticed the linen wrappings lying 
there, while the cloth that had covered Jesus’ head was folded up 
and lying apart from the other wrappings. Then the disciple who 
had reached the tomb first also went in, and he saw and 
believed— or until then they still hadn’t understood the 
Scriptures that said Jesus must rise from the dead. Then they 
went home. 

John 20:1-10
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“Look! I stand at the door and knock. If you hear my voice and 
open the door, I will come in, and we will share a meal together 
as friends. Those who are victorious will sit with me on my 
throne, just as I was victorious and sat with my Father on his 
throne. 

“Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and 
understand what he is saying to the churches.” 

Revelation 3:20-22
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